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OTHER FAMOUS
RESIDENTS

According to experts in the field,
Hollywood is rampant with ghosts,
vampires and a subterranean
civilization of lizard people.
The Roosevelt Hotel, for example,
has been the frequent scene of
strange phenomena and sightings,
including a sad-faced Marilyn
Monroe who appears in a mirror.
This being L.A., however, there

is little to fear as these beings tend
to blend right in with the main-
stream — and as an expert points
out, vampires are usually pleasant,
high-energy people.

Alegend lives on
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THE BRIGHT SIDE

Healthy living

Long before Baywatch and even the Beach Boys, Southern
California has been glorified for its sunny weather and golden
beaches. L.A. County boasts 75 miles of coastline and an annual
average of 325 sunny days, which have likely been instrumental
in the invention of beach volleyball, windsurfing, skateboarding
and rollerblading. The city is proving, however, that the famed
L.A. lifestyle is more than skin-deep.

PROGRESSIVE

Contrary to popular belief, L.A. is making the most of its natural
gifts to promote sustainability. The city is one of California’s
leaders in solar installations and has been recognized for other
efforts in conservation and renewable energy. The favorable
climate has also contributed to the rise of community gardens,
which are joining up with the city’s popular farmers markets
(by some counts, the most in any American city).

Urban gardening is in fact encouraging a smarter use of irri-
gated water and highlighting the city’s achievements in water
conservation. L.A. has one of the nation’s lowest and most sta-
ble water consumption rates per capita, despite the incredible
population growth.

12



Clear skies

Natural wonder

The L.A. difference
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STILL MISUNDERSTOOD

Images of traffic jams, smog and so-called
sprawl have haunted L.A. for a while now,
but the reality is more uplifting. A recent
report from the UCLA Institute of the
Environment and Sustainability touts
the city’s and county’s progress in many
areas, including air quality controls and
the “greenness” of the country’s largest,
most active port.

As for Angelenos’ well-documented de-
pendence on cars, L.A. claims one of the
highest ride-sharing (carpooling) rates in
the country. Special express lane privi-
leges have also been granted to a limited
number of cars, notably the Chevrolet
Volt. In addition, L.A. operates one of the
country’s largest public transportation
systems, serving 1,433 square miles (3,711
km?) with trains and a “green” fleet of
buses. And then there are the 475 miles
(764 km) of bike paths, which are actu-
ally being used.

The UCLA report points to the link be-
tween the investment in public transpor-
tation and the end of sprawl, given that
effectively all of the habitable land has
been developed. Nowadays, L.A. is com-
mitted to working with what it has by
reinvigorating its dense urban centers
and improving the connections between
them, much like other global megacities.

From a recent people-powered ban on
plastic bags to ambitious energy regula-
tion, Los Angeles is changing for the ben-
efit of its residents and the planet. Maybe
one day its reputation will catch up to it.
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DESIGN:
GM-STYLE
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The Chevrolet Youth Concepts were designed by Nicholas
David and Joe Baker of GM’s North Hollywood Advanced
Design Center, with the input of under-30 consumers. Since
their world premiere at the 2012 Detroit Auto Show, the two
stylish concepts have appeared at the Geneva and Paris Motor
Shows, among others. The response to both vehicles has been
highly positive and promising, according to market research
carried out among 16,000 interested people.

Chevrolet Youth Concepts: Code 130R and Tru 140S

One of 10 global GM design centers,
the North Hollywood Advanced
Design Center has made a name
for itself in its short 12-year his-
tory. The center has produced
acclaimed concept cars and is a
multiple-winner of the prestigious
L.A. Design Challenge. The center’s
designers - hailing from the

U.S., Europe, Asia and the Middle
East - have also worked closely
with Hollywood, for example

with director Michael Bay on the
Transformers movie series.



The EN-V 2.0 or Electric Networked-Vehicle concept is
distinguished by its cutting-edge technologies, such as elec-
trification, telematics and the mobility Internet. By combin-
ing a Global Positioning System (GPS) with vehicle-to-vehicle
communications and distance-sensing technologies, the EN-V
concept can be driven both manually and autonomously. As a
result, the vehicle not only offers mobility to those who would
otherwise not be able to drive, but also potentially decreases
the likelihood of accidents. In addition, the EN-V’s autonomous
operating capability could reduce traffic congestion by select-
ing the fastest route through real-time information.

Certain technologies that are featured in the EN-V, such
as lane departure warning, blind zone detection and adaptive
cruise control, are being used by other GM vehicles already on
the road. The zero-emission electric EN-V was developed by
GM’s North Hollywood Advanced Design Center in conjunction
with other GM design centers.
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Chevrolet EN-V 2.0 Mobility Concept showcased at Auto China 2012
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FOR THE RECORD

L.A.is aleading city in per capita
bookstores, museums and gal-
leries, and donut shops. It boasts
a healthy population of licensed
psychologists and ranks high in
the probability of “good hair days”.
L.A.is home of the world’s biggest
toy manufacturer, Mattel, and
Barbie. L.A. is not, however, a
plastic surgery capital.

DRIVE UP
WINDOW

Never too far from a donut



